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for the Russians to stir up either the Groeco-Slav or Magyar
races. In such a conjuncture Prussia and England would
be unable to protect us. If, therefore, the former cannot
prevent Austria from going to war, we shall certainly cast in
our lot with Austria and France, as long as they stick
together, and with France, as soon as she shall separate from
Austria and enter into relations with Russia* The duty of
self-preservation will not permit us to act otherwise, should
Prussia not very soon and very resolutely put forth Her
undoubted capacity to hinder Austria from making war.'"
Bismarck speaks of these views as " natural ^nd reasonable;"
and then (the inclination then prevailing at Berlin being
more favourable to Austria than he approved of) concluded
with the following words : " It is my official duty to
acquaint your Excellency with the appreciations thrust upon
me in the circle connected with my position here; and,
although it does not befit me to even wish to exercise
influence upon, the decisions of exalted personages, I cannot
conceal the anxiety with which I am filled by the confidence
of the Austrian organs that Count Buol will succeed in
utilising for his own purposes His Majesty the King's friendly
disposition to the Bund, and in extorting fresh concessions
from Prussia which may inspire the Cabinet of Vienna with
the hope of success in its one-sided efforts to drag us after it
into an enterprise the eventualities of which will inflict a
multiplicity of heavy sacrifices and disasters upon Germany,
whilst, at the very best, they will only ensure to Austria
results of more than doubtful value."

Compare with the above the closing paragraph of the
report addressed by Bismarck to ManteufTel on Dec. 8:
" I am not one of those who identify our interests with those
of Russia; on the contrary, Russia has done us much
wrong, and we can knock the Revolution on the head in